
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Rick L. Locklear Promoted! 
November 5, 1959 - March 28, 2017 

Trenton, Michigan | Age 57 
Beloved Husband, Father, Big Poppy, Son, Brother, Pastor and Best Friend 
Locklear, Rev. Rick L. Age 57. March 28, 2017 of Trenton. Beloved Husband of 36 years 
to Donna. Loving Father of Jessica (Dan) Corne, Jonathan (Stephanie) and Hannah 
Locklear. Big Poppy to Brooks, Vivian, Rickey and Beckett. Cherished Son of Rev. Loyd 
and Lois Marie. Dearest Brother of Rev. Michael, Bruce, the late Lona, and Towonica. 

Also survived by countless family, Church family and many best friends. Rick was the Co-Pastor of Woodhaven 
Free Will Baptist Church in Woodhaven, Michigan. 

 

 

Another Veteran Pastor Goes Home! 
Pastor Bobby Blevins went home to be with the Lord and his wife Tuesday, April 25. Bro. Bobby had pastored 
the Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church for the past several years. Funeral arrangements were not finalized at 
the time of printing. 

 

 

 

Registration Open for the 2017 National Convention 
Registration for the 2017 National Convention is now open. Attendees 

can pre-register online at www.nafwb.org/convention or by mailing in the Pre-
Registration Form. Pre-Registration will close Friday, June 16.  

Name badges will be required for all convention events. Attendees 
planning to attend any worship service, business session, CTS Competition, or 
other event must register. Adult worship services and business sessions will be 
held in the KFC Yum! Center. The center will be closed to the public and a name 
badge will be required to enter the building.  

Onsite registration will be located on the 2nd floor of the Galt House Hotel, 
attached to the KFC Yum! Center via skywalk. Convention attendees must register 
in the Galt House Hotel before being allowed to enter the center.  
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Good News From Spain 
Dear Michigan friends, 

Last week, we began having Bible studies with two ladies who are very new in their walk with Christ.  As we nibbled 
on muffins and sipped coffee at our dining room table, we studied the Word together.  We looked at some of the most 
basic of all Scriptures.  We discussed salvation and eternal life.  We discussed being “adopted” by God as His children.  We 
talked about how God forgives us when we repent of our sins.  And our hearts were full as we watched their eyes light up 
when they were told that all that was needed to enter heaven was to believe in Christ.   

These basic Bible principles may seem obvious to those of us who 
have spent our entire lives going to church.  But for these ladies, the 
concepts are brand new.  They were hearing some of these Truths for the 
very first time in their lives. They were soaking up each verse we read 
together and even mentioned how “hungry" they felt for learning as much 
as they could.  We will continue our studies in the coming weeks on topics 
like daily devotions, personal testimony, and baptism.  Pray that God will use 
these moments over coffee and muffins to help fill their spiritual hunger. 

THANKS for all of your prayers and support! 
Tim, Kristi, Alejandro, Ana 

 
 

 
The Andersons Witnessing in Africa 
Imagine . . .  
¶ if African believers own the responsibility to penetrate the 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΧ 
¶ if they believe their continent has the resources to make 

that happen, but that they need to use local church 
resources for mission rather than self-focused purposes, 
release old traditions and fears, and learn new ways to 
άŦƛǎƘ ƳŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΧ 
¶ if they acknowledge that clannism and cultural sins 

hinder the expansion of the Gospel, and only seek 
American and European help through partnerships that 
equip and coordinate with them rather than finding 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΧ 

. . . how many souls the Kingdom of God would gather in the 
next fifty years, if these visions were to be realized. 

It was our privilege to interact with Africans 
promoting these mindsets during four days of preaching and 
training that happened during the CRAF held in the coastal 
town of Grand-Bassam. This gathering of Christian leaders 
represented over 45 Christian Missions and Works from at 
least 17 African nations, the USA, Canada, France, Asia, and 
England. We were strengthened while speaking directly 
with Africans who have personally seen tens of thousands of 
people come to Jesus in other African nations, planting 
thousands of churches using the DMM (Disciple-Making 
Movements) approach. We gladly shared with numerous 
people the ministry approach of Community Health 
Evangelism (CHE) that integrates DMM ministries. We were 
blessed to see how CHE seemed to be the response to the 
need of several ministries seeking a wholistic way to share 

the Gospel. Several affirmed 
it was like our indicating the 
way to the location of a free 
dinner being offered among 
beggars. Our commitment to 
train African leaders and to 
help them find local means 
to advance their witness was 
confirmed at every turn. We 
will continue follow-up for 
weeks to come even as done 
with a university student 
group and DMM partners by 

phone this week. Verlin networked from early to late and 
helped with medical questions and transportation issues, 
while Debbie gleaned knowledge from every seminar and 
workshop possible. A great characteristic of the event was 
the lack of competition, but a shared sense that every 
ministry desired to collaborate and help provide tools for 
God’s Kingdom to expand. 
Prayer and Praise: 
¶ Pray for the unreached people groups of Africa. The Joshua 

Project lists 986 on this continent, and 36 of those people groups 
ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾoire. Ask that the training received at this 
conference will help laborers penetrate many of those groups. 

¶ While we were gone, the men learning to lead Discovery Bible 
Studies in Bondoukou met among themselves to plan. We are 
thankful that they accepted this responsibility. 

Your partners in the Gospel, 
Verlin and Debbie 

Ministries Around The World 
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Michigan State Association of  

Free Will Baptists 
 

Zehnderõs of Frankenmuth 
May 18th ¦ 20th  

 
 

May 18, 9:00 a.m. - Annual Golf Tournament at the Fortress *Please send the names of your 
foursome to Pastor Jimmy Lawson at pastor_jimmy@ameritech.net 

May 18, 5:30 p.m. - Michigan General Board Dinner & Meeting 

May 19, 9:00 a.m. - Michigan State Association Convenes, Dr. David Gibbs III, Speaker 
-Afternoon Free for Shopping & Touring Frankenmuth 

May 19, 7:00 p.m. - Evening Worship Service, Dr. David Gibbs III, Speaker & Children’s Service 

May 20, 9:00 a.m. - Conclusion of the Michigan State Association 

 
 
 
 
 

Samson’s Mother 
By K. J. Kehler  
 

ȰThen one day the Angel of the Lord appeared to the wife 
of Manoah.. .ȱ *ÕÄÇÅÓ ρσȡς 

We have heard sermons about Samson. We have 
ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀƳǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƭƛƭŀƘΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ 
ŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜτ
only that she was aŀƴƻŀƘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ 
first child. 

Samson! The son who would be a special servant of 
the Lord, who would be extremely strong and be 
LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
from the Philistines. 

God knew her. 
ά¢ƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ appeared to the wife of 

Manoah...έ ¢ǿƻ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ 
IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ 

He told her that although she was barren, she would 
conceive and give birth to a son. She told her husband 
later. He never doubted her story. 

She received instructions from the Angel regarding 
abstaining from certain foods and drink and that 
{ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŎǳǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
second visit, he ascended to heaven (in the offering 
fire), and they never saw him again. 
{ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

never the celebrity in movies. But God knew her and 
entrusted her to give birth and raise an extraordinary 
leader. Her husband believed and trusted her. 

She knew God. God knew her and trusted her. Her 
husband trusted her. 

 

Father, thank you for the millions of mothers who are 
never in the limelight, but raise their children the way you 

instruct them too. The mothers who love You and are 
faithful and true. You know them. You will give reward 

them. Amen 

Dr. David Gibbs III, 
Special Speaker 
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NYC Ministry Teams 
 

Truth and Peace 
Jacob and Lynsey Riggs - Staff 
Collin Finch - Kirby 
Lana Hoffman - Kirby 
Aubrey Federle - Kirby 
Abby Myers - Kirby 
Alejandro Johnson - North Warren; Spain 
 

E-Team 
Erin Harvey - Faith – Haiti 
Melissa Alvis - Kirby – Haiti 
Isaiah Grimes - Erie, PA – St. Croix, Virgin Islands 
 

YET 
Grace Rohroff - Faith  
Abby Myers - Kirby 

 

Michigan FWB Youth Camp is right around the corner and we can hardly wait for 
June 26th to arrive.  

Please go to our state website at mifwb.com for all forms and pricing information. 
Remember, all camp forms are due by **June 5, 2017**  and should be mailed to: 

MIFWBYC 
64395 Romeo Plank Road 

Ray, MI 48096 
We hope you’ll plan to be there and take part in what is sure to be the highlight of 

the summer. If you have any questions please feel free to call or text Gordie or Kim. 
Thanks! 
 

Hope to see you there!!!!! 
Gordie Rohroff (810) 937-9048 
Kim Rohroff      (810) 937-9058 

 
 

Just for YOUth 
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Speakers Announced for First Commencement Exercises on  

New Welch College Campus 

GALLATIN, TN—Two Welch College alumni will challenge 2017 graduates at the first Commencement event on 
the new Gallatin campus, according to President Matt Pinson. 

Clint Morgan, Free Will Baptist International Missions director, will address 
graduates during 10:00 a.m. Commencement exercises Friday, May 19. Reverend Todd 
Parrish, pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church in Washington, North Carolina, will 
present the Baccalaureate sermon Thursday evening, May 18 at 7:00.  

A 1972 Welch graduate, Morgan completed a master’s degree in Intercultural 
Studies at Columbia International University and a degree in French from the University 
of Nante, France. He and his wife Lynette served as missionaries in Côte d’Ivoire, West 
Africa, for twenty-nine years and in France for four years. Morgan has 

been the general director of Free Will Baptist International Missions since 2011. He and his wife 
have four adult children and eight grandchildren.  

A 1989 graduate of Welch and current student in Welch’s M.A. program in theology and 
ministry, Parrish has ministered in Free Will Baptist churches for more than twenty years. A 
trained counselor with a master’s degree in the field, he is former director of the Free Will 
Baptist Home for Children in Turbeville, SC. He currently serves as Assistant Moderator of the 
North Carolina Association of Free Will Baptists. He and his wife Merinda have two daughters, 
Emily and Ellen, the latter of which is a member of the Welch Class of 2017.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

íGlowing in the Darkî ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÁÓ ×Å ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÅ ÁÔ 7ÅÂÂÅÒȭÓ )ÎÎ ÉÎ !ÎÎ !ÒÂÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ  4ÈÅ 

dates are September 21 -23.  Tammy Jones Robinette is our planned speaker. The place is beautiful and great 
things have been planned. In lieu of exchanging gifts this year, we are asking you to bring school supplies 
that will be donated to a homeless shelter in Pontiac. Also, remember the book table will be set up. 
Donations of books is always welcome.   Start praying now and saving to attend. We wanÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
to be given and our lives to be changed. We are excited to see what God is going to do among us!  If you 
have questions, please call me at 248-830-4929. 
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ñlebrate the 2017 graduates.ò 
Speakers Available for Pulpit Supply 

¶ Rev. Don Viers: 734-476-3357;  donviers@gmail.com  

¶ Rev. Mike Bader: 734-934-3597;  mbader79@yahoo.com  

¶ Rev. Louis Tolbert: 734-461-6435 or 734-845-7843  

¶ Rev. Gary Ward: 734-217-6030 or 734-331-2491  

¶ Bro. Brian Newton: (Ordained deacon at First FWB Church of 
Pontiac) 248-425-6887; brianbigfig@gmail.com  

¶ Bro. Robert Esler: (Lay speaker from the Rouge Free Will 
Baptist Church) ooidabob@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

September  21st  - 23rd  

The Michigan Free Will Baptist Menorah 
4166 Maplewood Meadows Avenue 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

The Crossroads Free Will Baptist Church has called Bro. Eric Cowart to pastor during the Summer months.  
Bro. Eric pastored the church during the winter break from Welch College, before returning to  

Welch in February. 
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